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Mr Chairman. . .Chancellor, Platform guests, Representatives of our federal Congressional 

delegation, State legislators, City and County officials, Institutional delegates, BSC Community, 

and Distinguished guests. 

 

It is an extraordinary honor and privilege to accept the Bluefield State College medallion and 

chain of office.  Thank you for your confidence and for entrusting me with the leadership of this 

historic and special institution.  This is a significant and humbling responsibility.  I fully embrace 

your charge to serve with diligence, dedication, energy, and vision and pledge to you that I will 

lead this campus with integrity, openness, fairness, inclusiveness, and respect for all.  Through 

the dedicated efforts of our current students, faculty, staff, alumni, Board of Governors, 

Foundation Board, and community leaders we can – and will – advance Bluefield State College 

and our community to new heights.  Honoring our heritage, together we will forge a strong future. 

 

Thank you all for being here today as we continue our Celebration of BSC.  At this time, I would 

like to recognize and honor some very special guests who are part of my life.  They’ve been with 

me every step of my journey and share my strong support for Bluefield State College.  First, my 

husband Lee.  Thank you for traveling this path and climbing every mountain with me.  My 

mother, Helen VanDyke.  You and Dad always expected me to go to College and found a way for 

me to attend.  I’m so glad you’re here today to enjoy this celebration.  Dick and Kathy Krotseng, 

brother and sister-in-law.  Thank you for making a special commitment and for traveling from 

Florida to be part of this occasion.  To Stephen Krotseng, special, tech-savvy nephew, I’m proud 

of you and really glad you’re here.  Wonderful friends who have traveled to Bluefield from across 

the state and two who came all the way from North Dakota.  It means so much that you all are 

here.  Please join me in recognizing them.   

 

Would like to acknowledge the many individuals who worked tirelessly – most of you behind the 

scenes - in preparation for today.  You’ve done everything from preparing invitations to unrolling 

carpet, setting the stage and chairs, designing the webpage, setting up the sound system, printing 

programs, providing security, and much more.  I can’t possibly name everyone at this time but 

know how much I value your contribution.  There are two people I would like to recognize, the 

co-chairs of Celebrate BSC: Jim Nelson and Betty Carroll.  Thank you for working with everyone 

and bringing it all together.    

 

The poet Maya Angelou whose presence once graced this campus said, “No man can know where 

he is going unless he knows exactly where he has been and exactly how he arrived at his present 

place.”  

 

The future intertwines with the past and present.  As the names of Bluefield State’s 13 Presidents 

join with the yet-to-be-filled links on the chain of office, our heritage and future frame each given 

day.  They all flow together in the circle of life.  The circle of life that – as Mary sang so 

beautifully - 

 

moves us all 

Through despair and hope 



Through faith and love 

Till we find our place 

 

What is that place for BSC?  The circle of life is a great symbol for the college campus.  If we 

trace the circle back to our historical roots, Bluefield State College was founded to educate 

teachers whose students, in turn, later enrolled at the College.  During its first 57 years, this 

campus was led by three distinguished Presidents. . .Hamilton Hatter, Robert Sims, and Henry L 

Dickason.  Bluefield State would not be where we are today without their vision and tireless 

efforts to build and shape a state institution with a purpose.  That purpose was to provide 

accessible education and opportunity to students of southern West Virginia and empower them to 

become leaders.  Their students did just that – becoming highly regarded teachers, university 

presidents, physicians, business people, and musicians. The ranks of our alumni from that period 

include the first African American woman elected to the West Virginia state legislature and three 

men who honorably served our nation during WW II as “Tuskegee Airmen.” One of those 

Tuskegee Airmen, Lt. Colonel Thomas Mayfield was the first and only member of his immediate 

family to attend college.  He described Bluefield State as the perfect match for him.  His 

experience at the College brought him a greater view of the world.  BSC provided his foundation 

for life. 

 

One hundred eighteen years later, this special heritage continues to reveal itself in the students 

and alumni I meet.  One professional who first entered BSC after being out in the workplace for 

some time described how several faculty members went the extra mile to work with him and 

ultimately help him reach his goal of a college degree.  The family of a Bluefield State graduate 

whose daughter transferred here credited faculty and staff on this campus for taking an interest in 

her as a person and demonstrating the caring environment that made a difference in her education.  

For Brian Delp, Bluefield State was a place where he could blossom and engage in service to 

others.  Another transfer student who will graduate in two weeks perhaps said it best, “At BSC, 

you’re not a number.”  I thank everyone associated with this campus for contributing to this sense 

of community each day.   

 

Knowing where we’ve been and where we are now provides a clear picture of the course the 

College must follow in the years ahead.  Like a majestic tree, we must deepen our roots in order 

to continue growing upward and extending our branches.  Student success is our heritage.  It also 

represents our future. This is what has and will continue to define and differentiate Bluefield State 

College.  As we forge our future, we must honor and build upon our heritage of personalized 

attention to enable every student who is touched by this campus to successfully achieve his or her 

personal and professional goals.  The College’s impact on those students will, in turn, empower 

them to make an impact in our local community and in the region, state, nation, and world 

through their careers and service. 

 

Moving forward, each of you – faculty, staff, students, alumni, Board members, and friends of the 

College – has an important role in advancing this College to the next level. Faculty and staff: 

Engage students in conversations early on about their goals and what it will take to successfully 

achieve those goals.  Have those conversations often.  Continue the practices of reaching out to 

your students and involving them in your research, writing, community service, internships, and 

other projects that refine their skills.  Those activities make a significant difference in their lives.  

Students:  Stay on the path toward your goals and dreams, even when – especially when – the 

going is difficult.  Believe in your ability to succeed.  Ask for help when you need it, and mentor 

and support your fellow students.  Alumni:  You are in a wonderful position to serve as mentors 

and inspirational role models for our current students.  They – and we - need your perspective.  



Stay connected to Bluefield State, and help us constantly improve the BSC experience with your 

insights and participation in events.   

Board members and Friends:  Thank you for your dedication and commitment to excellence at 

Bluefield State.  We acknowledge the time, talents, advice, and support you contribute in so many 

ways.  Together with our alumni, you can identify internships and other opportunities that will 

enhance our students’ education.  Your partnership is key to providing the dynamic experiences 

and sense of community that are vital to success.  When our students succeed, each one of us 

shares a part of that success, and we can join in celebrating it together.    

 

Our goal as a College should be for every student to know that he or she is valued as an 

individual, not a number, and to be prepared to complete a degree program.  To advance the 

success of our students and the College, my husband and I today make a commitment – a sum of 

$10,000 - directed toward programs that will lead to increased student success.  These initiatives 

will include a summer Scholars Program and an award to recognize exceptional advising. With 

this, we also issue a challenge.  If the College community raises enough funds to match this gift 

before next May 4th, we will add another $10,000 to support a second year.  It’s up to you - The 

challenge is out there.  I know you want to see us write that second check.        

 

Looking further ahead to the year 2020, Bluefield State will celebrate a significant milestone in 

our history – the College’s 125
th
 birthday.  That is another exciting opportunity.  I ask you:  What 

do we want this campus to be known for by that time?  What should it look like?  What must we 

do to achieve that outcome?  In the coming months, I’ll invite your input on questions like these. 

From that foundation, we’ll shape the future image, set goals, and then work together to fund 

them.  Once we have defined a clear vision for 2020, I’m convinced that – together - we can and 

will make that vision a reality. 

 

How can I be so certain of that?  Because I’ve seen you come together as a College and 

Community Team over the past several months to develop and vote on the Retool Your School 

Grant sponsored by Home Depot.  Guess what – Thanks to your commitment, the College 

received word late yesterday afternoon that Bluefield State has been awarded a $10,000 grant that 

will help us beautify our campus.  I salute you. 

 

Yes, Bluefield State College is a very special place.  Each one of you can tell compelling stories 

about this institution.  I know – I’ve heard some of them.  Continue to share your stories with me 

so that I can bring BSC alive to those who don’t know this institution the way we do.  More 

importantly, share your stories with new generations of students.   

 

BSC has inherited tremendous strength and inspiration from our past.  These same qualities give 

us the amazing capability to soar to new heights in the present.  They also will lead us into the 

future.  As we continue to move with the circle of life and remain focused on our students, I’m 

convinced that future will be extraordinary.  I look forward to working with each and every one 

of you as we shape that outcome.   

 

Thank you for your commitment to this institution and for all you do.  I appreciate your being 

here this afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

 


